
SPOTLAND PRIMARY - ROCHDALE 

 

Learning Area top tips: Make the most of the opportunities on your doorstep; look at what you have and how 

you can use it. Flexibility with staffing and the timetable, thinking creatively and planning carefully for 

experiences will ensure that the children get the most from the learning opportunities on offer and will be 

talking about them for weeks and months to come. 

 

Ease of use: We have standard risk assessments that cover most activities e.g. local walks, minibus 

transportation, outdoor learning. 

 

School / Setting: Spotland Primary is a large, urban school close to the centre of Rochdale. 

 

Learning area: We use our local learning area to develop and sustain an exciting curriculum offer for our 

children. The school grounds include a gardening area where children can grow vegetables, herbs and flowers. 

Beyond the school grounds, there is an area of common ground, ‘Lenny Barn,’ which can be used for forest-

school type activities and also a local park on the doorstep. The school uses the local area for the delivery of a 

cycling programme and is currently establishing a kayaking programme on the Rochdale Canal and at Burrs 

Country Park. Year groups also visit the local museum, the library, the shops and even a local restaurant! 

 

Example of an outdoor learning programme: We use the local park as a venue for part of our topic work in 

Year 1 looking at the changing seasons. By visiting the park in autumn, winter, spring and summer the children 

can observe and investigate how the park changes throughout the year. On each visit, the children look at the 

trees, the plants and the weather. By using a checklist of things to spot, hear and feel, the learning 

incorporates the children’s senses and encourages them to talk about and share their observations and ideas 

with each other. The children complete an observational drawing of one particular tree during each visit and 

will look at the tree on future walks so that they can see how it changes. 

 

Positive outcomes: We find that all outdoor activities are an excellent stimulus for writing and discussion, 

whilst promoting both physical activity and respect for their environment. Visits to the park enrich the 

children’s learning and help them to understand the urban environment in which they live. Many children at 

our school do not have access to large gardens at home owing to living within a heavily built-up area; the 

opportunity to be outdoors amongst nature with space to observe and investigate is invaluable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR1 VISIT TO FALINGE PARK 
 

Here we are at Falinge Park on a cold winter’s day. 
We walked here from school but it didn’t take very 
long. 
 
We looked at the plants in the park and found some 
small pine cones on the ground. Here we are 
looking at them closely. Can you see them? 
 
The trees didn’t have any leaves so we could see all 
their branches. We went to see the pond at the 
park and spotted some ducks swimming about. 
They looked very chilly….brrrrr! 
 
Our teacher took lots of photos so that we could 

talk about our visit when we got back to school.  

 

We’ll be back at Falinge Park in the Spring to see 

how things have changed. See you soon, ducks! 

 

 

 

 

 


