
GREENBANK PRIMARY – ROCHDALE 

 

Learning Area top tip:  Working with smaller minibus groups means that the children get more benefit from 

the experiences – but it does involve a lot more planning by classroom teachers regarding organisation. 

 

Ease of use: The school has invested in two minibuses meaning that transport issues are not a barrier to 

planning visits.  The outdoor team plan the adventurous activity programme and work with the teaching staff 

has ensured that learning outside the classroom sessions run smoothly. 

 

School / Setting: Greenbank Primary is a two-form entry school close to the centre of Rochdale.  We have an 

outdoor learning team to run our adventurous pursuits programme. They also work with classroom staff to 

deliver high quality outdoor educational experiences across the school and to ensure that key skills in other 

curriculum areas are addressed. 

 

Learning area: The school has outdoor areas for continuing outdoor provision in Early Years and Year 1 with 

the main school grounds being used for other outdoor learning opportunities including archery, cycling and 

Forest School. We try to utilise local areas where possible. parks, nature reserves, country parks and moorland 

areas are in easy reach of the school but we also take the children further afield for residential visits to widen 

their horizons – Rochdale Children’s Moorland Home (Year 3 and Year 4), Castleton in Derbyshire (Year 5) and 

the Lake District (Year 6). 

 

Example of an outdoor learning programme: Learning outside the classroom is encouraged through the 

school’s ethos and policies and we have a progressive adventurous pursuits programme.  Every child in every 

year group (from Reception to Year 6) participates in paddle sports, climbing, archery, walking/orienteering, 

cycling and Forest School at some point in the academic year.  For example in paddle sports, children from 

Reception up to Year 2 have rafted canoe sessions which introduce the concept of journeying and they begin 

to learn basic paddling strokes.  Year 3 children visit a local water sports centre for a session to boost their 

water confidence and then in Year 4 they progress to sit on top kayaks. Year 5 and 6 children develop their 

skills in closed cockpit kayaks culminating in a visit to one of the lakes in Cumbria as part of a residential visit.  

 

Positive outcomes: All our outdoor learning activities aim to give the children adaptable and transferable skills 

that they can use back in the classroom setting and in many other situations. These skills are important in 

school – and equally important for their future careers and life beyond school. We work to improve the 

children’s self-esteem, confidence and personal responsibility whilst giving them life-long memorable 

experiences.  The benefits of outdoor learning are immense – covering aspects of social, emotional and 

physical development.  

 

 

 

 

ORIENTEERING AT WATERGROVE YEAR 4 

FEBRUARY 2016 

We recently took the year group to a local 

reservoir and country park to develop their map 

reading skills and to try an orienteering 

challenge. The following comments were taken 

from their evaluation of the visit: 

“I learnt about using co-ordinates on maps” 

“I feel tired but want to do it again!” 

“I feel brave and happy” 

“I learnt not to swim in dangerous water” 

“I learnt how to locate areas on a map” 

“I have learnt the history of Watergrove” 

“I just felt a little sad because we had to leave” 

“I feel happy and confident to do it again” 

“I feel soggy and super happy” 

“I feel proud that I did all that walking” 


